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A half-century ago, three writers—all intimately familiar with the Native American culture of their time and
locale—collaborated to produce a 450-page typescript of a study entitled Religious Customs of Modern
Michigan Algonquians, together with sound recordings and photographs. Their 1959 work offered a detailed
view of the life of Ojibwe and Odawa music, dance, myth, and ceremony at mid-century. Now framed by a
substantive editor's introduction, and published for the first time in book form, this material offers a unique
glimpse into a significant and largely overlooked era in the history of North American ethnology and
ethnomusicology.
     The Art of Tradition documents the complexity of Native life and culture at a critical juncture in Native
American history, where the rekindling of pride in Native cultures characteristic of the later twentieth
century met the generation of elders who spent their early years speaking Native tongues but who came of
age in boarding schools and amid strong pressures of assimilation. Because this period was deemed by most
ethnographers of the time to be one of "acculturation," marking the end of traditional Native cultures, the
authors' appreciation for the integrity of mid-century Native culture stands out markedly from other
scholarship of the day. The songs, dance steps, and stories collected here are evidence of the artful work of
maintaining and breathing new life into traditions, often in contexts that seem anything but traditional, by
indigenous elders and artists. As the editor notes, there are no "Native informants" in this study, only
collaborators whose lives are shown to be as resilient as the repertories they performed.
     The Art of Tradition is itself a demonstration of the improvisation and resourcefulness that ensured the
continuity of Native communities. In documenting the rich ethnographic material with refreshingly little
analytical overlay, it serves today as a valuable primary resource on Native religions and cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Davis:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific The Art of Tradition: Sacred Music, Dance & Myth of
Michigan's Anishinaabe, 1946-1955 to read.

Clarence Frey:

The ability that you get from The Art of Tradition: Sacred Music, Dance & Myth of Michigan's Anishinaabe,
1946-1955 will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Art of Tradition: Sacred
Music, Dance & Myth of Michigan's Anishinaabe, 1946-1955 giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this The Art of Tradition: Sacred Music, Dance & Myth of Michigan's Anishinaabe,
1946-1955 instantly.

Brandy Brobst:

The guide with title The Art of Tradition: Sacred Music, Dance & Myth of Michigan's Anishinaabe, 1946-
1955 posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Miranda Durkee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Art of
Tradition: Sacred Music, Dance & Myth of Michigan's Anishinaabe, 1946-1955.
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