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The carnival sideshows of the past have left behind a fascinating legacy of mystery and intrigue. The secrets
behind such daring feats as fire-eating and sword swallowing and bizarre exhibitions of human oddities as
"Alligator Boys" and "Gorilla Girls" still remain, only grudgingly if ever given up by performers and
carnival professionals. Working alongside the performers, Joe Nickell blows the lid off these mysteries of the
midway. The author reveals the structure of the shows, specific methods behind the performances, and the
showmen's tactics for recruiting performers and attracting crowds. He also traces the history of such
spectacles, from ancient Egyptian magic and street fairs to the golden age of P.T. Barnum's sideshows. With
revealing insight into the personal lives of the men and women billed as freaks, Nickell unfolds the
captivating story of the midway show.
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From reader reviews:

Monte Lawson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Secrets of the Sideshows. Try to the actual book Secrets of the
Sideshows as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Herman Pruitt:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Secrets of the
Sideshows? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Jeffrey Primo:

The book Secrets of the Sideshows give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Secrets of the Sideshows being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book
Secrets of the Sideshows. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Nancy Kidder:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Secrets of the Sideshows provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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