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Studies J. Robert Oppenheimer’s choice to accept leadership of the Manhattan Project.

In 1942, J. Robert Oppenheimer accepted the leadership of the Manhattan Project at the Los Alamos
Laboratory, which produced the first atomic bomb three years later. This book examines the ethics of
Oppenheimer’s choice to take that job and our judgment of his acceptance, leading to the larger question of
the meaning of moral judgment itself. Through an analysis of Oppenheimer’s choice, Richard Mason
explores questions of responsibility, the justification for the pursuit of scientific curiosity, the purity of
research, and many other topics of interest in scientific ethics. This unique look at one man’s choice brings
out the necessary step from personal detail to abstract reflection—it may be easy to praise or condemn
Oppenheimer’s choice, but less easy to justify our praise or condemnation. Oppenheimer’s Choice
establishes the possibility of this kind of moral philosophy—neither “applied” nor “practical” ethics, but
instead a sustained concentration on a single choice, and what it means.

Richard Mason (1948–2006) was a Fellow of Wolfson College at Cambridge. He is the author of
Understanding Understanding and Before Logic, both also published by SUNY Press, and The God of
Spinoza.
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From reader reviews:

Marisa Reber:

The feeling that you get from Oppenheimer's Choice: Reflections from Moral Philosophy (SUNY Series in
Philosophy) is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Oppenheimer's Choice:
Reflections from Moral Philosophy (SUNY Series in Philosophy) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read that because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this specific Oppenheimer's Choice: Reflections from Moral
Philosophy (SUNY Series in Philosophy) instantly.

Millard Espinoza:

This book untitled Oppenheimer's Choice: Reflections from Moral Philosophy (SUNY Series in Philosophy)
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Mildred Lucas:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Oppenheimer's Choice: Reflections from Moral Philosophy (SUNY Series in Philosophy) the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The Oppenheimer's Choice: Reflections from Moral
Philosophy (SUNY Series in Philosophy) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Daniel Hutchison:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Oppenheimer's Choice: Reflections from Moral Philosophy (SUNY
Series in Philosophy) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your



reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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