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The story of Chick Austin is the story, in Virgil Thomson's words, of "a whole cultural movement in one
man." Becoming director of Hartford's Wadsworth Atheneum at the age of twenty-six, Austin immediately
set about to introduce modern art to America and to transform this conservative insurance capital into a
cultural mecca that would become the talk of the art world during the yeasty years between the two world
wars.

The first in the United States to mount a major Picasso retrospective, Austin was soon acquiring works by
Dalí, Mondrian, Miró, Balthus, Max Ernst, and Alexander Calder. In the museum's new theater (which he
designed), he staged the premiere of the revolutionary Gertrude Stein and Virgil Thomson opera Four Saints
in Three Acts (with an all-black cast). At Lincoln Kirstein's instigation, he brought Balanchine to America.
And he embraced all the new art forms, making film, photography, architecture, and contemporary music
part of the life of his museum. For his own family he built a Palladian villa (now a recently restored national
historic landmark), filling it with the baroque and the Bauhaus and inviting all the locals in to see how it felt
to be modern.

Austin's instinct for quality proved infallible. Whether acquiring a matchless Caravaggio or a startling Dalí,
he balanced the old masters with the modern. Mounting provocative shows that linked the past to the present,
he created dramatic installations--and he threw himself into everything, hanging fabrics, creating backdrops,
stitching up costumes. He loved to teach, to paint, to act, to give lavish costume balls, and to dazzle
audiences of all ages with his performances as a magician, the Great Osram.

Brilliant at using his magician's sleight of hand, he could manipulate his conservative trustees to get what he
wanted--but only up to a point. One more purchase of an incomprehensible abstract canvas, one outrageous
party too many, one more shocking theatrical role, eventually led to a crisis. Never one to be idle for long,
Austin left Hartford and took on a new challenge--to make an artistic triumph of the pink-and-white palace in
Sarasota, Florida, known as the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, which housed the circus king's
moldering but magnificent collection.
Here is the colorful life of Chick Austin, and as we relish his audacious career--the risks he took, the
successes he enjoyed along with the inevitable setbacks--we understand what a far-reaching influence he had
on the way Americans look at and think about art. Not only a brilliant portrait of an extraordinary man, this
wonderfully American story gives us a fascinating behind-the-scenes glimpse into the art world as it was
then--and in many ways still is today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Magician of the Modern:
Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America. All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Michele Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and
the Transformation of the Arts in America publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America as good
book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Michael Parker:

The book untitled Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works.
You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Sabrina King:

This Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't



miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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