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For many hundreds of years Kazakh nomads have been grazing their livestock near the Altai Mountains in
western Mongolia. The Altai Kazakhs are unique in their tradition of using golden eagles to hunt on
horseback. The lifestyle of these hunters, known in Kazakh as burtkitshis, is changing rapidly, and over the
last few years the award-winning photographer Palani Mohan has spent time with these men and their
families, documenting a culture under threat.

The special bond between a hunter and his eagle begins when the hunter takes an eagle pup from a nest high
on the rock face. The pups are usually about four years old (a golden eagle can live to 30 years of age). It’s
important that the pup has learned to hunt and is not still dependent on her mother; but neither can she be too
old nor experienced, or she will not learn to live with humans. The hunters take only female pups from the
nest, as females are larger and more powerful and aggressive than the males. Adult female golden eagles can
have a wingspan of up to 9 feet, and weigh over 15 pounds.

The eagle pup gradually learns to accept food from the hunter, and once trust has been established, the hunter
begins to train the bird. The hunters describe the eagle as part of their family. The eagle takes pride of place
in the home most of the time except during the day in the summer months or the warmest part of the day in
the winter months. While all the men in the family handle the eagle, only the man who took her from the nest
hunts with her.

Hunting takes place in winter, when temperatures can plummet to minus 40 degrees Farenheit. The birds are
carried in swaddling, which the hunters claim keeps them both warm and calm. The strong bond between
hunter and eagle is strengthened by the amount of time they spend together. Hunting trips can last many
days, as the hunter and eagle trek up to a mountain ridge to obtain a good view across the landscape. Once
the prey – usually a fox – is spotted, the hunter charges towards it to flush it into the open, then releases the
eagle to make the kill. Hunters traditionally wear fur coats made from the skins of the prey their eagle has
caught.

The relationship between hunter and eagle typically lasts six to eight years, then the eagle is released back
into the wild to breed. One hunter tells Mohan: ‘You love them as your own, even when you set them free at
the end.’

In his book, which comprises an introductory essay and 90 dramatic duotone images, Mohan explains how
the burkitshis are slowing dying out. Rather than endure the brutal winters, their children choose to move to
the capital, Ulan Bator, for a better way of life. There are also fewer golden eagles in the Altai Mountains.
Although the ‘Golden Eagle Festival’ takes place every October to showcase the ancient art of hunting with
eagles, attracting tourists from across the world, there are only between 50 and 60 ‘true’ hunters left. This
book is therefore a timely, important record of these proud men and their magnificent eagles in a remote,
unforgiving part of the planet.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Hunting with Eagles:
In the Realm of the Mongolian Kazakhs book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Sandy Reid:

The feeling that you get from Hunting with Eagles: In the Realm of the Mongolian Kazakhs is a more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Hunting with Eagles: In the Realm of the Mongolian
Kazakhs giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Hunting with Eagles: In the
Realm of the Mongolian Kazakhs instantly.

Willard Edwards:

The guide untitled Hunting with Eagles: In the Realm of the Mongolian Kazakhs is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to
you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Hunting with Eagles: In the
Realm of the Mongolian Kazakhs from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Paul Lopez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Hunting with Eagles: In
the Realm of the Mongolian Kazakhs which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.
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