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"A well-researched and overdue tribute. Like one of Patterson's reliable left hooks, Stratton sharply recounts
the life of an important, but often forgotten, two-time world heavyweight champion." — Gary Andrew
Poole, author of PacMan: Behind the Scenes with Manny Pacquiao

In 1956, Floyd Patterson became, at age twenty-one, the youngest boxer to claim the title of world
heavyweight champion. Later, he was the first ever to lose and regain that honor.

Here, the acclaimed author W. K. Stratton chronicles the life of "the Gentle Gladiator" — an athlete
overshadowed by Ali's theatrics and Liston's fearsome reputation, and a civil rights activist overlooked in the
Who's Who of race politics. From the Gramercy Gym and wildcard manager Cus D’Amato to the final
rematch against Ali in 1972, Patterson's career spanned boxing's golden age. He won an Olympic gold
medal, had bouts with Moore and Johansson, and was interviewed by James Baldwin, Gay Talese, and Budd
Schulberg. A complex, misunderstood figure — he once kissed an opponent at the end of a match — he was
known for his peekaboo stance and soft-spoken nature.

Floyd Patterson was boxing’s invisible champion, but in this deeply researched and beautifully written
biography he comes vividly to life and is finally given his due — as one of the most artful boxers of his time
and as one of our great sportsmen, a man who shaped the world in and out of the ring.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Gore:

The experience that you get from Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's Invisible Champion is the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's
Invisible Champion giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's Invisible Champion instantly.

Jonathan McLean:

This Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's Invisible Champion are generally reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of
Boxing's Invisible Champion can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's
Invisible Champion giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Berry:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's Invisible Champion.

Magdalena McKinney:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of
Boxing's Invisible Champion as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Floyd Patterson: The Fighting Life of Boxing's Invisible Champion to



make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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