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Despite costing hundreds of billions of dollars and subsidizing everything from homeownership and child
care to health insurance, tax expenditures (commonly known as tax loopholes) have received little attention
from those who study American government. This oversight has contributed to an incomplete and misleading
portrait of U.S. social policy. Here Christopher Howard analyzes the "hidden" welfare state created by such
programs as tax deductions for home mortgage interest and employer-provided retirement pensions, the
Earned Income Tax Credit, and the Targeted Jobs Tax Credit. Basing his work on the histories of these four
tax expenditures, Howard highlights the distinctive characteristics of all such policies. Tax expenditures are
created more routinely and quietly than traditional social programs, for instance, and over time generate
unusual coalitions of support. They expand and contract without deliberate changes to individual programs.

Howard helps the reader to appreciate the historic links between the hidden welfare state and U.S. tax policy,
which accentuate the importance of Congress and political parties. He also focuses on the reasons why
individuals, businesses, and public officials support tax expenditures. The Hidden Welfare State will appeal
to anyone interested in the origins, development, and structure of the American welfare state. Students of
public finance will gain new insights into the politics of taxation. And as policymakers increasingly promote
tax expenditures to address social problems, the book offers some sobering lessons about how such programs
work.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Hidden Welfare State: Tax
Expenditures and Social Policy in the United States book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Agnes Shivers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Hidden Welfare State: Tax
Expenditures and Social Policy in the United States publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Hidden Welfare State: Tax Expenditures and Social Policy in the United States as good book
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by
its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Callie Allen:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. The Hidden Welfare State: Tax Expenditures and Social Policy in the United
States can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Jason Wahl:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Hidden Welfare State: Tax Expenditures and Social Policy in the
United States this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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