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Recent attention to hybrid cars that run on both gasoline and electric batteries has made the electric car an
apparent alternative to the internal combustion engine and its attendant environmental costs and geopolitical
implications. Few people realize that the electric car—neither a recent invention nor a historical
curiosity—has a story as old as that of the gasoline-powered automobile, and that at one time many in the
nascent automobile industry believed battery-powered engines would become the dominant technology. In
both Europe and America, electric cars and trucks succeeded in meeting the needs of a wide range of
consumers. Before World War II, as many as 30,000 electric cars and more than 10,000 electric trucks plied
American roads; European cities were busy with, electrically propelled fire engines, taxis, delivery vans,
buses, heavy trucks and private cars.

Even so, throughout the century-long history of electric propulsion, the widespread conviction it was an
inferior technology remained stubbornly in place, an assumption mirrored in popular and scholarly memory.
In The Electric Vehicle, Gijs Mom challenges this view, arguing that at the beginning of the automobile age
neither the internal combustion engine nor the battery-powered vehicle enjoyed a clear advantage. He
explores the technology and marketing/consumer-ratio faction relationship over four "generations" of
electric-vehicle design, with separate chapters on privately owned passenger cars and commercial vehicles.
Mom makes comparisons among European countries and between Europe and America.

He finds that the electric vehicle offered many advantages, among them greater reliability and control, less
noise and pollution. He also argues that a nexus of factors—cultural (underpowered and less rugged, electric
cars seemed "feminine" at a time when most car buyers were men), structural (the shortcomings of battery
technology at the time), and systemic (the infrastructural problems of changing large numbers of
batteries)—ultimately gave an edge to the internal combustion engine. One hopes, as a new generation of
electric vehicles becomes a reality, The Electric Vehicle offers a long-overdue reassessment of the place of
this technology in the history of street transportation.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book The Electric Vehicle it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Heather Wade:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually The Electric Vehicle.

Patrick Bodin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Electric Vehicle offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Deborah Fishman:

Beside this kind of The Electric Vehicle in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Electric Vehicle because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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