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The insights here are of such depth, and contain such beauty in them, that time and again the reader must
pause for breath. At last Rilke has met a critic whose insight, courage, and humanity are worthy of his life
and work."
—Leslie Epstein Director, Graduate Creative Writing Program, Boston University

"[A] well-reasoned, fairly fascinating, and illuminating study which soundly and convincingly applies
Freudian and particularly post-Freudian insights into the self, to Rilke's life and work, in a way which
enlightens us considerably as to the relationship between life and work in original ways. Kleinbard takes off
where Hugo Simenauer's monumental psycho- biography of Rilke (1953) left off. . . . He succeeds in giving
us a psychic portrait of the poet which is more illuminating and which . . . does greater justice to its subject
than any of his predecessors.. . . . Any reader with strong interest in Rilke would certainly welcome the
availability of this study."
—Walter H. Sokel,Commonwealth Professor of German and English Literatures,University of Virginia.

For beauty is nothing but the beginning of terror, which we are just able to bear, and we wonder at it so
because it calmly disdainsto destroy us."
—Rilke

Beginning with Rilke's 1910 novel, The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge, The Beginning of Terror
examines the ways in which the poet mastered the illness that is so frightening and crippling in Malte and
made the illness a resource for his art. Kleinbard goes on to explore Rilke's poetry, letters, and non-fiction
prose, his childhood and marriage, and the relationship between illness and genius in the poet and his work, a
subject to which Rilke returned time and again.

This psychoanalytic study also defines the complex connections between Malte's and Rilke's fantasies of
mental and physical fragmentation, and the poet's response to Rodin's disintegrative and re-integrative
sculpture during the writing of The Notebooks and New Poems. One point of departure is the poet's sense of
the origins of his illness in his childhood and, particularly, in his mother's blind, narcissistic self- absorption
and his father's emotional constriction and mental limitations. Kleinbard examines the poet's struggle to
purge himself of his deeply felt identification with his mother, even as he fulfilled her hopes that he become
a major poet. The book also contains chapters on Rilke's relationships with Lou Andreas Salom and Aguste
Rodin, who served as parental surrogates for Rilke.

A psychological portrait of the early twentieth-century German poet, The Beginning of Terror explores
Rilke's poetry, letters, non-fiction prose, his childhood and marriage. David Kleinbard focuses on the
relationship between illness and genius in the poet and his work, a subject to which Rilke returned time and
again.
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From reader reviews:

Teressa Fernandez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Beginning of Terror: A Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work (Literature and
Psychoanalysis).

David Colon:

Typically the book The Beginning of Terror: A Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work
(Literature and Psychoanalysis) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Donna Davis:

Precisely why? Because this The Beginning of Terror: A Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life
and Work (Literature and Psychoanalysis) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Phyllis Granger:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Beginning of Terror: A
Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work (Literature and Psychoanalysis) reserve written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The Beginning of Terror: A Psychological Study of
Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work (Literature and Psychoanalysis) as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to



listening to an additional sixth sense.
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