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ReNew Town puts forth an innovative vision of performative design and planning for low-carbon sustainable
development, and illustrates practicable strategies for balancing environmental systems with urban
infrastructure and new housing prototypes.

To date, much of the discourse on the design of sustainable communities and ‘eco-cities’ has been premised
on using previously undeveloped land. In contrast, this book and the project it showcases focus on the
retrofitting and adaptation of an existing environment – a more common problem, given the extent of the
world’s already-built infrastructure.

Employing a ‘research through design’ model of inquiry, the book focuses on large-scale housing
developments – especially those built around the world between the 1960s and the early 1980s – with the
aim of understanding how best to reinvent them. At the center of the book is Tama New Town, a planned
community outside Tokyo that faces a range of challenges, such as an aging population, the deterioration of
homes and buildings, and economic stagnation.

The book begins by outlining a series of principles that structure the ecological and energy goals for the
community. It then develops prototypical solutions for designing, building and retrofitting neighborhoods.
The intent is that these prototypes could be applied to similar urban conditions around the world.

ReNew Town is the product of a collaborative design research project at the Massachusetts Institute of



Technology (MIT) School of Architecture and Planning, and Japan’s Sekisui House LTD.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Maes:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. ReNew Town: Adaptive Urbanism and the Low Carbon Community can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Samantha Graham:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This ReNew Town: Adaptive Urbanism and the
Low Carbon Community can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Eunice Holt:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this ReNew Town: Adaptive Urbanism and the Low Carbon Community can
make you really feel more interested to read.

William Kozak:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book ReNew Town: Adaptive Urbanism and
the Low Carbon Community to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and go through it. Beside that the book ReNew Town: Adaptive Urbanism and the Low Carbon
Community can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of this time.
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