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“Adkins portrays a major turning point in the development of modern Florida and has done a great job of
bringing to life so many of the people who achieved this massive rewrite of our constitution.”—Talbot
D’Alemberte, former president of the American Bar Association and author of The Florida State
Constitution
 
“Deftly captures the story of the politics and powerful personalities who created a more modern government
structure for Florida.”—Neil Skene, former editor and president of Congressional Quarterly, Inc.
 
Mid-twentieth-century Florida was a state in flux. Its explosive growth could be seen in rapidly burgeoning
cities and suburbs, the development of the Kennedy Space Center during the space race, and the impending
construction of Walt Disney World. Florida’s antiquated 1885 constitution was no match for the dramatic
changes that took place in the makeup of the state during this time.

Many people recognized the shortcomings of the old constitution and worked to overhaul it. However, a
small group of rural legislators known as the “Pork Chop Gang” controlled the state and thwarted several
attempts to modernize the constitution. But through court-imposed redistribution of legislators and the hard
work of state leaders, the constitution was modernized and the executive branch was reorganized.

In Making Modern Florida, Mary Adkins goes behind the scenes to examine the history and impact of the
1966–68 revision of the Florida state constitution. With storytelling flair, Adkins uses interviews and
detailed analysis of speeches and transcripts to vividly capture the moves, gambits, and backroom moments
necessary to create and introduce a new state constitution. This carefully researched account brings to light
the constitutional debates and political processes in the growth to maturity of what is now the nation’s third
largest state.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

The book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida
Government and Politics) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped
a New State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics) for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of
Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Rafael Brooks:

The book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida
Government and Politics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the good thing like a book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New
State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida
Government and Politics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Borgen:

This Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida
Government and Politics) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Making Modern Florida: How the
Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Marie Avis:

Beside this Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida



Government and Politics) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Making Modern Florida: How the
Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics) because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!
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