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In this provocative book, Stein Ringen argues that the world's democracies are failing to live up to their
ideals--the United States and Great Britain most especially. The core value of democracy, he contends, is
freedom, the freedom to live a good life according to one's own choosing. Yet he shows that democracy's
freedom is on the decline. Citizens are increasingly distrustful of political systems weighted by money, and
they don't participate in political affairs as they once did. Ringen warns of the risks we face if this trend
continues, and puts forth an ambitious proposal for democratic reforms.

The issues that concern him are ones that should concern us all. They include education, poverty, the social
and economic roles of families, the lack of democracy in our economic lives, and the need to rejuvenate
municipal democracy. Along the way, Ringen proposes policy solutions aimed at restoring democracy, such
as universal vouchers for education, substituting the principle of individual insurance for social-welfare
pensions, and rethinking how we measure poverty in rich and poor countries. He calls for the revival of local
democracy, a democratically grounded global economy, and the protection of political democracy from the
transgressions of economic power.

The way to protect democracy is not to cheer it, but to reform it. What Democracy Is For offers a bold
defense of democratic ideals, grounded in real reforms.
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From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This What Democracy Is For: On Freedom
and Moral Government is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Dianna Chrisman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral
Government can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have factor that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have What Democracy Is For: On
Freedom and Moral Government.

Madeline Cecil:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral
Government was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book What Democracy Is For:
On Freedom and Moral Government has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that.

Karen Morris:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and
Moral Government to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression
about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the e-book What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral Government can to be your new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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