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This translation of Severo Martínez Peláez’s La Patria del Criollo, first published in Guatemala in 1970,
makes a classic, controversial work of Latin American history available to English-language readers.
Martínez Peláez was one of Guatemala’s foremost historians and a political activist committed to
revolutionary social change. La Patria del Criollo is his scathing assessment of Guatemala’s colonial legacy.
Martínez Peláez argues that Guatemala remains a colonial society because the conditions that arose centuries
ago when imperial Spain held sway have endured. He maintains that economic circumstances that assure
prosperity for a few and deprivation for the majority were altered neither by independence in 1821 nor by
liberal reform following 1871. The few in question are an elite group of criollos, people of Spanish descent
born in Guatemala; the majority are predominantly Maya Indians, whose impoverishment is shared by many
mixed-race Guatemalans.

Martínez Peláez asserts that “the coffee dictatorships were the full and radical realization of criollo notions
of the patria.” This patria, or homeland, was one that criollos had wrested from Spaniards in the name of
independence and taken control of based on claims of liberal reform. He contends that since labor is needed
to make land productive, the exploitation of labor, particularly Indian labor, was a necessary complement to
criollo appropriation. His depiction of colonial reality is bleak, and his portrayal of Spanish and criollo
behavior toward Indians unrelenting in its emphasis on cruelty and oppression. Martínez Peláez felt that the
grim past he documented surfaces each day in an equally grim present, and that confronting the past is a
necessary step in any effort to improve Guatemala’s woes. An extensive introduction situates La Patria del
Criollo in historical context and relates it to contemporary issues and debates.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called La Patria del
Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly collection.)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Marie Michael:

The book untitled La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice read.

Lea Wheeler:

This La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is
brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your
better life along with knowledge.

Norma Eberhart:

You can get this La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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