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In his million-copy bestseller Guns, Germs, and Steel, Jared Diamond examined how and why Western
civilizations developed the technologies and immunities that allowed them to dominate much of the world.
Now in this brilliant companion volume, Diamond probes the other side of the equation: What caused some
of the great civilizations of the past to collapse into ruin, and what can we learn from their fates?

As in Guns, Germs, and Steel, Diamond weaves an all-encompassing global thesis through a series of
fascinating historical-cultural narratives. Moving from the Polynesian cultures on Easter Island to the
flourishing American civilizations of the Anasazi and the Maya and finally to the doomed Viking colony on
Greenland, Diamond traces the fundamental pattern of catastrophe. Environmental damage, climate change,
rapid population growth, and unwise political choices were all factors in the demise of these societies, but
other societies found solutions and persisted. Similar problems face us today and have already brought
disaster to Rwanda and Haiti, even as China and Australia are trying to cope in innovative ways. Despite our
own society’s apparently inexhaustible wealth and unrivaled political power, ominous warning signs have
begun to emerge even in ecologically robust areas like Montana.

Brilliant, illuminating, and immensely absorbing, Collapse is destined to take its place as one of the essential
books of our time, raising the urgent question: How can our world best avoid committing ecological suicide?

Look out for Jared Diamond's latest book, The World Until Yesterday, coming from Viking in January 2013.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Starks:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Collapse: How
Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed: Revised Edition is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alma Miranda:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Collapse: How
Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed: Revised Edition suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The book untitled Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed: Revised Editionis
the main of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Gary Copeland:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed: Revised Edition can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Ilene Bixler:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Collapse: How Societies Choose
to Fail or Succeed: Revised Edition is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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