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“Ginger Rogers did everything that Fred Astaire did,” so the saying goes, “but she did it backwards and in
high heels.” Faith Whittlesey popularized this quotation during the 1980s, and many books attribute the line
to her. The message clearly resonated with a generation of American men and women coming to age in the
late 20th century, when all things seemed possible.

In this book Faith Whittlesey gives concrete meaning to the quotation through her life and career as an
effective “Madam Ambassador” in the worlds of both money and politics. Raised in western New York State
by highly motivated Irish-American parents of limited means, she worked to reach an eminent position as
Ronald Reagan’s Ambassador to Switzerland (twice), and to serve as the highest-ranking woman on
Reagan’s White House staff from 1983–1985. There she occupied the West Wing office soon to be Hillary
Clinton’s, and as a widow (since 1974) with three children provided a female influence of her own to a
presidential culture well before it was fashionable.

In addition to her activities in U.S. policy and politics, for more than 30 years Whittlesey has proven to be
one of the most important liaisons between the United States and Switzerland, a sister republic as well as
financial superpower. Whether operating from her second floor office in the White House’s West Wing or
the bucolic Ambassador’s residence in Bern, Switzerland, Whittlesey made a practice to advocate Reagan’s
policies through thoughtful debate and persuasive argumentation.

After leaving government service, she practiced private-sector diplomacy, serving from 1989 as Chairman
and then Emeritus of the American Swiss Foundation, which endeavors to promote understanding between
the two nations, organizing several private high-level delegations to visit China, and participating, both
publicly and also at times “behind the scenes,” in discussion of the most significant public policy issues of
recent decades.

This book provides a fascinating look into how one woman, despite daunting obstacles, was able to achieve
exceptional influence, thence use her position for the furtherance of common good.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

The book Backwards, in High Heels make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Backwards, in High Heels to get your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book Backwards, in High Heels. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Nancy Martindale:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Backwards, in High Heels
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Backwards, in High Heels become your starter.

Philip Nguyen:

This Backwards, in High Heels is great publication for you because the content which is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Backwards, in
High Heels in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Edward Sullivan:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Backwards, in High Heels can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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