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The Heart in the Glass Jar begins with one man’s literal heart (that of a prominent statesman in mid-
nineteenth-century Mexico) but is truly about the hearts, bodies, legal entanglements, and letters—as both
symbols and material objects—of northern Mexicans from the 1860s through the 1930s.
 
William E. French’s innovative study of courtship practice and family formation examines love letters of
everyday folk within the framework of literacy studies and explores how love letters functioned culturally
and legally. French begins by situating love letters in the context of the legal system, which protected the
moral order of families and communities and also perpetuated the gender order—the foundation of power
structures in Mexican society. He then examines reading and writing practices in the communities that the
letters came from: mining camps, villages, small towns, and the “passionate public sphere” that served as the
wider social context for the love letters and crimes of passion. Finally, French considers “sentimental
anatomy,” the eyes, hearts, souls, and wills of novios (men and women in courting relationships), that the
letters gave voice to and helped bring into being.
 
In the tradition of Carlo Ginzburg’s The Cheese and the Worms and Natalie Zemon Davis’s The Return of
Martin Guerre, French connects intimate lives to the broader cultural moment, providing a rich and complex
cultural history from the intersection of love and law.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The book The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican
Experience) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and
the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican
Experience) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Donna Kerns:

Here thing why this particular The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The
Mexican Experience) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless
it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Heart in the Glass
Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with The
Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience) in e-
book can be your alternative.

Marva Larson:

The experience that you get from The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico
(The Mexican Experience) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Heart
in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Heart in the Glass Jar:
Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican Experience) instantly.



Julie Chambers:

Often the book The Heart in the Glass Jar: Love Letters, Bodies, and the Law in Mexico (The Mexican
Experience) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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