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Through the lives and works of three women in colonial California, Bárbara O. Reyes examines frontier
mission social spaces and their relationship to the creation of gendered colonial relations in the Californias.
She explores the function of missions and missionaries in establishing hierarchies of power and in defining
gendered spaces and roles, and looks at the ways that women challenged, and attempted to modify, the
construction of those hierarchies, roles, and spaces.

Reyes studies the criminal inquiry and depositions of Barbara Gandiaga, an Indian woman charged with
conspiracy to murder two priests at her mission; the divorce petition of Eulalia Callis, the first lady of
colonial California who petitioned for divorce from her adulterous governor-husband; and the testimonio of
Eulalia Pérez, the head housekeeper at Mission San Gabriel who acquired a position of significant authority
and responsibility but whose work has not been properly recognized. These three women's voices seem to
reach across time and place, calling for additional, more complex analysis and questions: Could women have
agency in the colonial Californias? Did the social structures or colonial processes in place in the frontier
setting of New Spain confine or limit them in particular gendered ways? And, were gender dynamics in
colonial California explicitly rigid as a result of the imperatives of the goals of colonization?
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Private Women, Public Lives:
Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Patricia Thomas:

This Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters) are reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Private Women, Public Lives:
Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters) can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Private Women, Public Lives:
Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mark Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the
Californias (Chicana Matters) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Alice Billups:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias
(Chicana Matters) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific



book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.
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