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Kenneth Rexroth called Denise Levertov (1923–1997) "the most subtly skillful poet of her generation, the
most profound, . . . and the most moving." Author of twenty-four volumes of poetry, four books of essays,
and several translations, Levertov became a lauded and honored poet. Born in England, she published her
first book of poems at age twenty-three, but it was not until she married and came to the United States in
1948 that she found her poetic voice, helped by the likes of William Carlos Williams, Robert Duncan, and
Robert Creeley. Shortly before her death in 1997, the woman who claimed no country as home was
nominated to be America's poet laureate.
 
Levertov was the quintessential romantic. She wanted to live vividly, intensely, passionately, and on a grand
scale. She wanted the persistence of Cézanne and the depth and generosity of Rilke. Once she acclimated
herself to America, the dreamy lyric poetry of her early years gave way to the joy and wonder of ordinary
life. By the late 1960s and early 1970s, however, her poems began to engage the issues of her times.
Vehement and strident, her poetry of protest was both acclaimed and criticized. The end of both the Vietnam
War and her marriage left her mentally fatigued and emotionally fragile, but gradually, over the span of a
decade, she emerged with new energy. The crystalline and luminous poetry of her last years stands as final
witness to a lifetime of searching for the mystery embedded in life itself. Through all the vagaries of life and
art, her response was that of a "primary wonder."
 
In this illuminating biography, Dana Greene examines Levertov's interviews, essays, and self-revelatory
poetry to discern the conflict and torment she both endured and created in her attempts to deal with her own
psyche, her relationships with family, friends, lovers, colleagues, and the times in which she lived. Denise
Levertov: A Poet's Life is the first complete biography of Levertov, a woman who claimed she did not want a
biography, insisting that it was her work that she hoped would endure. And yet she confessed that her poetry
in its various forms--lyric, political, natural, and religious--derived from her life experience. Although a
substantial body of criticism has established Levertov as a major poet of the later twentieth century, this
volume represents the first attempt to set her poetry within the framework of her often tumultuous life.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Taylor:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Denise Levertov: A Poet's Life. Try to stumble through
book Denise Levertov: A Poet's Life as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Champlin:

The book untitled Denise Levertov: A Poet's Life contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Robert Bowser:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Denise Levertov: A Poet's Life is
simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Tanaka:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is identified as of book Denise Levertov: A Poet's Life. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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