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Friendships between women and gay men captivated the American media in the opening decade of the 21st
century. John Portmann places this curious phenomenon in its historical context, examining the changing
social attitudes towards gay men in the postwar period and how their relationships with women have been
portrayed in the media.

As women and gay men both struggled toward social equality in the late 20th century, some women
understood that defending gay men – who were often accused of effeminacy – was in their best interest.
Joining forces carried both political and personal implications. Straight women used their influence with men
to prevent bullying and combat homophobia. Beyond the bureaucratic fray, women found themselves in
transformed roles with respect to gay men – as their mothers, sisters, daughters, caregivers, spouses, voters,
employers and best friends. In the midst of social hostility to gay men during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s
and 1990s, a significant number of gay women volunteered to comfort the afflicted and fight reigning sexual
values. Famous women such as Elizabeth Taylor and Barbra Streisand threw their support behind a detested
minority, while countless ordinary women did the same across America. Portmann celebrates not only
women who made the headlines but also those who did not.

Looking at the links between the women's liberation and gay rights movements, and filled with concrete
examples of personal and political relationships between straight women and gay men, Women and Gay Men
in the Postwar Period is an engaging and accessible study which will be of interest to students and scholars
of 20th- and 21st century social and gender history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Fulmer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Women and Gay Men in the Postwar
Period is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Brandon Macdonald:

Often the book Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period will bring you to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very ideal to you. The book Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lorraine Cox:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Guadalupe Hauser:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Women and Gay Men in the Postwar Period why because the
amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.
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