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Besides his more famous works of philosophy - Discourse on Method, Meditations on First Philosophy, and
Principles of Philosophy - Descartes devoted a great deal of time and thought to the study of physiology and
anatomy. An account of his activities in 1629 reports that he visited butcher shops on an almost daily basis to
study specific animal organs, and he practiced dissection and even vivisection to explore the workings of
major organ systems. In the 1630s, he assisted in the dissection of human cadavers - all to satisfy his intense
curiosity about how bodies, animal and human, work. The fruits of this research can be found in his Treatise
of Man, a work that he decided not to publish for fear of suffering the same fate as Galileo. Consequently,
this fascinating treatise did not appear until twelve years after his death.
Among its many intriguing features are his detailed descriptions of the nervous system and its interactions
with the muscles to create movement in response to stimulus. Though we now know that many of these
details are wrong, Descartes' understanding that much of the body functions as a machine was a stroke of
genius. He is the first to describe the reflex arc, anticipating Pavlov and the behaviorists by almost 300 years.
The idea of the body as a kind of animal machine that functions according to physical laws was an immense
advance over the previous scholastic notions based on Aristotle, which merely begged the question of how
the various organs of the body work by stating that it is in their nature to perform their specific functions.
This is a landmark work that students of history, medicine, biology, and the history of science will find richly
rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Treatise of Man
(Great Minds Series)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have different opinion?

Robert Riggio:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series), you can enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Debra Daniel:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Nancy Barry:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who
have those short extra time problems.
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