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  William F. Woo, born in China, was the first person outside the Pulitzer family to edit the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch and the first Asian American to edit a major American newspaper. After forty years in the
newsroom, Woo embarked on a second career in 1996 teaching journalism at Stanford University, where he
wrote weekly informal essays to his students in the same personal style that characterized his columns for the
Post-Dispatch. Each made a philosophical point about journalism and society and their delicate relationship
over the last half of the twentieth century.

            Woo was revered as both a writer and a reporter, and this volume collects some of the best of those
essays to the next generation of journalists on their craft’s high purpose. As inspiration for students from
someone who knew the ropes, it distills the essence of the values that define independent journalism while
offering them invaluable food for thought about their future professions.

            The essays touch on a wide range of subjects. Woo reflects on journalism as a public trust, requiring
the publication of stories that give readers a better understanding of society and equip them to change it for
the better. He also ponders print journalism conducted in the face of broadcast and online competition along
with the transformation of newspapers from privately owned to publicly traded companies. Here too are
personal reflections on the Pulitzer family’s impact on journalism and on the tensions between a journalist’s
personal and professional life, as well as the conflicts posed by political advocacy versus free speech or a
reporter’s expertise versus a newspaper’s credibility.

            Woo’s idealistic spirit conveys the virtues of his era’s newspaper journalism to the next generation of
journalists—and most likely to the next generation of news media as well. Even as new students of
journalism have an eye on an electronic future, Woo’s essays come straight from a newsman’s heart and soul
to remind them of values worth preserving.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Pineda:

In other case, little persons like to read book Letters from the Editor: Lessons on Journalism and Life. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
book Letters from the Editor: Lessons on Journalism and Life. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Andrew Nixon:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often
the Letters from the Editor: Lessons on Journalism and Life is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Danny Saleem:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Letters from the Editor:
Lessons on Journalism and Life which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Wayne Gaddis:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books.
One of the books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Letters from the Editor: Lessons on
Journalism and Life. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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