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Throughout the nineteenth and into the early decades of the twentieth century, it was common for rural and
working-class parents in the Czech-German borderlands to ensure that their children were bilingual by
sending them to live with families who spoke the "other" language. As nationalism became a more potent
force in Central Europe, however, such practices troubled pro-German and pro-Czech activists, who feared
that the children born to their nation could literally be "lost" or "kidnapped" from the national community
through such experiences and, more generally, by parents who were either flexible about national belonging
or altogether indifferent to it.

Highlighting this indifference to nationalism-and concerns about such apathy among nationalists-Kidnapped
Souls offers a surprising new perspective on Central European politics and society in the first half of the
twentieth century. Drawing on Austrian, Czech, and German archives, Tara Zahra shows how nationalists in
the Bohemian Lands worked to forge political cultures in which children belonged more rightfully to the
national collective than to their parents. Through their educational and social activism to fix the boundaries
of nation and family, Zahra finds, Czech and German nationalists reveal the set of beliefs they shared about
children, family, democracy, minority rights, and the relationship between the individual and the collective.
Zahra shows that by 1939 a vigorous tradition of Czech-German nationalist competition over children had
created cultures that would shape the policies of the Nazi occupation and the Czech response to it.

The book's concluding chapter weighs the prehistory and consequences of the postwar expulsion of German
families from the Bohemian Lands. Kidnapped Souls is a significant contribution to our understanding of the
genealogy of modern nationalism in Central Europe and a groundbreaking exploration of the ways in which
children have been the objects of political contestation when national communities have sought to shape, or
to reshape, their futures.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Robertson:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle
for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a book Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the
Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Melvin Groth:

The book Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-
1948 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian
Lands, 1900-1948 being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book
Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Angela Souther:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference
and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Christine Knox:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
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