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Over the past fifty years, Puerto Rican voters have roundly rejected any calls for national independence. Yet
the rhetoric and iconography of independence have been defining features of Puerto Rican literature and
culture. In the provocative new book Dream Nation, María Acosta Cruz investigates the roots and effects of
this profound disconnect between cultural fantasy and political reality.

Bringing together texts from Puerto Rican literature, history, and popular culture, Dream Nation shows how
imaginings of national independence have served many competing purposes. They have given authority to
the island’s literary and artistic establishment but have also been a badge of countercultural cool. These ideas
have been fueled both by nostalgia for an imagined past and by yearning for a better future. They have
fostered local communities on the island, and still helped define Puerto Rican identity within U.S. Latino
culture.

In clear, accessible prose, Acosta Cruz takes us on a journey from the 1898 annexation of Puerto Rico to the
elections of 2012, stopping at many cultural touchstones along the way, from the canonical literature of the
Generación del 30 to the rap music of Tego Calderón. Dream Nation thus serves both as a testament to how
stories, symbols, and heroes of independence have inspired the Puerto Rican imagination and as an urgent
warning about how this culture has become detached from the everyday concerns of the island’s people.

A volume in the American Literature Initiatives series
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

With other case, little folks like to read book Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of
Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States). You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Dream Nation: Puerto Rican
Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States). You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Timothy Holeman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions
of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) as your daily resource information.

Patricia Carter:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture
and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States), you could enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Tara Smith:

This Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational
Cultures in the United States) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Dream Nation:



Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United
States) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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