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Compiled by a leading scholar of Chinese poetry, Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown is the first collection
of Chan (Zen) poems to be situated within Chan thought and practice. Combined with exquisite paintings by
Charles Chu, the anthology compellingly captures the ideological and literary nuances of works that were
composed, paradoxically, to "say more by saying less," and creates an unparalleled experience for readers of
all backgrounds.

Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown includes verse composed by monk-poets of the eighth to the
seventeenth centuries. Their style ranges from the direct vernacular to the evocative and imagistic. Egan's
faithful and elegant translations of poems by Han Shan, Guanxiu, and Qiji, among many others, do justice to
their perceptions and insights, and his detailed notes and analyses unravel centuries of Chan metaphor and
allusion. In these gems, monk-poets join mainstream ideas on poetic function to religious reflection and
proselytizing, carving out a distinct genre that came to influence generations of poets, critics, and writers.

The simplicity of Chan poetry belies its complex ideology and sophisticated language, elements Egan vividly
explicates in his religious and literary critique. His interpretive strategies enable a richer understanding of
Mahayana Buddhism, Chan philosophy, and the principles of Chinese poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian
Classics) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
put every word into joy arrangement in writing Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks
of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Marlin Brogan:

Beside this particular Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations
from the Asian Classics) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry
if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Clouds Thick, Whereabouts
Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and
read it from at this point!

Jesus Thresher:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by
Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) or even others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown:
Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Debera Jessie:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by
Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of



reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown:
Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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