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There is a rapidly growing body of literature addressing women and Jewish tradition, much of which seeks to
supplement Jewish texts such as the Talmud and midrash where female voices are generally absent. Biblical
Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook also seeks to influence the tradition by both providing an opening for
women to study the Bible and rabbinic midrash, and by adding women's voices to the body of Jewish
writings in the form of modern midrashim. Naomi Hyman's inspiration to compile this book was informed
by her own reconnection to Judaism as an adult and her subsequent venture into text study. "No matter how
hard I studied those texts, I now understand, I would never find my own voice, my own experience in them
except perhaps vicariously." But she does not advocate abandoning Jewish tradition; rather, she strongly
encourages readers to personalize their relationship with the rabbis and Jewish texts. "Sometimes there are
disagreements, serious ones?but if the connection is strong, you stay with it. You teach one another about the
ways in which you experience the world. You learn to see the world through each other's eyes."

The book opens with an introduction to Bible, midrash, and Jewish study in order to teach basic study skills
and encourage further, independent learning. Individual chapters on several biblical women follow, each
providing three elements: the biblical text pertaining to the woman; the rabbinic midrashim, which comment
or expand on the story or character; and modern midrashim about the same woman, in the form of poems and
stories by some of the most influential, contemporary Jewish women thinkers, including Alicia Ostriker,
Marge Piercy, Judith Plaskow, and Ellen Umansky, among others. In this way, readers can compare the
voices of the rabbis with the voices of today's Jewish women, and refer to the original text to draw their own
conclusions.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The guide Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook is not only giving
you far more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Biblical Women in the
Midrash: A Sourcebook. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Eleonora Plunkett:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook this e-book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Teresa Raap:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Ronald Folk:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Biblical Women in the Midrash: A Sourcebook can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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