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“San Francisco in 1900 was a Gold Rush boomtown settling into a gaudy middle age. . . . It had a pompous
new skyline with skyscrapers nearly twenty stories tall, grand hotels, and Victorian mansions on Nob Hill. . .
. The wharf bristled with masts and smokestacks from as many as a thousand sailing ships and steamers
arriving each year. . . . But the harbor would not be safe for long. Across the Pacific came an unexpected
import, bubonic plague. Sailing from China and Hawaii into the unbridged arms of the Golden Gate, it
arrived aboard vessels bearing rich cargoes, hopeful immigrants, and infected vermin. The rats slipped out
of their shadowy holds, scuttled down the rigging, and alighted on the wharf. Uphill they scurried,
insinuating themselves into the heart of the city.”

The plague first sailed into San Francisco on the steamer Australia, on the day after New Year’s in 1900.
Though the ship passed inspection, some of her stowaways—infected rats—escaped detection and made
their way into the city’s sewer system. Two months later, the first human case of bubonic plague surfaced in
Chinatown.

Initially in charge of the government’s response was Quarantine Officer Dr. Joseph Kinyoun. An
intellectually astute but autocratic scientist, Kinyoun lacked the diplomatic skill to manage the public health
crisis successfully. He correctly diagnosed the plague, but because of his quarantine efforts, he was branded
an alarmist and a racist, and was forced from his post. When a second epidemic erupted five years later, the
more self-possessed and charming Dr. Rupert Blue was placed in command. He won the trust of San
Franciscans by shifting the government’s attack on the plague from the cool remove of the laboratory onto
the streets, among the people it affected. Blue preached sanitation to contain the disease, but it was only
when he focused his attack on the newly discovered source of the plague, infected rats and their fleas, that he
finally eradicated it—truly one of the great, if little known, triumphs in American public health history.

With stunning narrative immediacy fortified by rich research, Marilyn Chase transports us to the city during
the late Victorian age—a roiling melting pot of races and cultures that, nearly destroyed by an earthquake,
was reborn, thanks in no small part to Rupert Blue and his motley band of pied pipers.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Miller:

This The Barbary Plague: The Black Death in Victorian San Francisco are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Barbary Plague: The Black Death in Victorian San
Francisco can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Barbary Plague: The Black Death in Victorian San Francisco giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Hicks:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually The Barbary Plague: The Black Death in Victorian San Francisco.

Anna Sanders:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually The Barbary Plague: The Black Death in Victorian San Francisco.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Griselda Gonzalez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Barbary Plague: The
Black Death in Victorian San Francisco.
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