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An extraordinary prodigy of Mozartean abilities, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy was a distinguished
composer and conductor, a legendary pianist and organist, and an accomplished painter and classicist.
Lionized in his lifetime, he is best remembered today for several staples of the concert hall and for such
popular music as "The Wedding March" and "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing."
Now, in the first major Mendelssohn biography to appear in decades, R. Larry Todd offers a remarkably
fresh account of this musical giant, based upon painstaking research in autograph manuscripts,
correspondence, diaries, and paintings. Rejecting the view of the composer as a craftsman of felicitous but
sentimental, saccharine works (termed by one critic "moonlight with sugar water"), Todd reexamines the
composer's entire oeuvre, including many unpublished and little known works. Here are engaging analyses
of Mendelssohn's distinctive masterpieces--the zestful Octet, puckish Midsummer Night's Dream, haunting
Hebrides Overtures, and elegiac Violin Concerto in E minor. Todd describes how the composer excelled in
understatement and nuance, in subtle, coloristic orchestrations that lent his scores an undeniable freshness
and vividness. He also explores Mendelssohn's changing awareness of his religious heritage, Wagner's
virulent anti-Semitic attack on Mendelssohn's music, the composer's complex relationship with his sister
Fanny Hensel, herself a child prodigy and prolific composer, his avocation as a painter and draughtsman, and
his remarkable, polylingual correspondence with the cultural elite of his time.
Mendelssohn: A Life offers a masterful blend of biography and musical analysis. Readers will discover many
new facets of the familiar but misunderstood composer and gain new perspectives on one of the most
formidable musical geniuses of all time.
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From reader reviews:

James Robicheaux:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Mendelssohn: A Life in Music. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Mendelssohn: A Life in Music. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Leslie Padilla:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Mendelssohn: A Life in Music will
make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Timothy Duchene:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually Mendelssohn: A Life in Music.

Teresa Spillman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Mendelssohn: A Life in Music this book consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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