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What does economics have to do with law? Suppose legislators propose that armed robbers receive life
imprisonment. Editorial pages applaud them for getting tough on crime. Constitutional lawyers raise the
issue of cruel and unusual punishment. Legal philosophers ponder questions of justness. An economist, on
the other hand, observes that making the punishment for armed robbery the same as that for murder
encourages muggers to kill their victims. This is the cut-to-the-chase quality that makes economics not only
applicable to the interpretation of law, but beneficial to its crafting.

Drawing on numerous commonsense examples, in addition to his extensive knowledge of Chicago-school
economics, David D. Friedman offers a spirited defense of the economic view of law. He clarifies the
relationship between law and economics in clear prose that is friendly to students, lawyers, and lay readers
without sacrificing the intellectual heft of the ideas presented. Friedman is the ideal spokesman for an
approach to law that is controversial not because it overturns the conclusions of traditional legal scholars--it
can be used to advocate a surprising variety of political positions, including both sides of such contentious
issues as capital punishment--but rather because it alters the very nature of their arguments. For example,
rather than viewing landlord-tenant law as a matter of favoring landlords over tenants or tenants over
landlords, an economic analysis makes clear that a bad law injures both groups in the long run. And unlike
traditional legal doctrines, economics offers a unified approach, one that applies the same fundamental ideas
to understand and evaluate legal rules in contract, property, crime, tort, and every other category of law,
whether in modern day America or other times and places--and systems of non-legal rules, such as social
norms, as well.

This book will undoubtedly raise the discourse on the increasingly important topic of the economics of law,
giving both supporters and critics of the economic perspective a place to organize their ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Thurmond:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Law's Order book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Law's Order content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Law's Order is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Renee Wood:

This Law's Order usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason of this Law's Order can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Law's Order giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So
, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Luis Morales:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Law's Order is simple to develop you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book
in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Steven Evans:

This Law's Order is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Law's Order can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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