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Today, Hamid al-Bayati serves as Iraqi ambassador to the United Nations. But for many years he lived in
exile in London, where he worked with other opponents of Saddam Hussein's regime to make a democratic
and pluralistic Iraq a reality. As former Western spokesman for the Supreme Council for the Islamic
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), and as a member of the executive council of the Iraqi National Congress, two of
the main groups opposing Saddam's regime, he led campaigns to alert the world to human rights violations in
Iraq and win support from the international community for the removal of Saddam.

An important Iraqi diplomat and member of Iraq's majority Shia community, he offers firsthand accounts of
the meetings and discussions he and other Iraqi opponents to Saddam held with American and British
diplomats from 1991 to 2004. Drawn from al-Bayati's personal archives of meeting minutes and
correspondence, From Dictatorship to Democracy takes readers through the history of the opposition.

We learn the views and actions of principal figures, such as SCIRI head Sayyid Mohammed Baqir Al-
Hakeem and the other leaders of the Iraqi National Congress, Ahmed Chalabi and his Kurdish counterparts,
Masound Barzani and Jalal Talabani. Al-Bayati vividly captures their struggle to unify in the face of not only
Saddam's harsh and bloody repression but also an unresponsive and unmotivated international community.
Al-Bayati's efforts in the months before and after the U.S. invasion also put him in direct contact with key
U.S. figures such as Zalmay Khalilzad and L. Paul Bremer and at the center of the debates over returning
Iraq to self-government quickly and creating the foundation for a secure and stable state.

Al-Bayati was both eyewitness to and actor in the dramatic struggle to remove Saddam from power. In this
unique historical document, he provides detailed recollections of his work on behalf of a democratic Iraq that
reflect the hopes and frustrations of the Iraqi people.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Campbell:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This From Dictatorship to Democracy: An Insider's Account of
the Iraqi Opposition to Saddam is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Chris Wolf:

This From Dictatorship to Democracy: An Insider's Account of the Iraqi Opposition to Saddam is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize
word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having From Dictatorship to Democracy: An Insider's Account of the
Iraqi Opposition to Saddam in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Sherri King:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This From Dictatorship to Democracy: An
Insider's Account of the Iraqi Opposition to Saddam is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michael Mantz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is From Dictatorship to Democracy:
An Insider's Account of the Iraqi Opposition to Saddam.
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