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It took two millennia to prove the impossible; that is, to prove it is not possible to solve some famous Greek
problems in the Greek way (using only straight edge and compasses). In the process of trying to square the
circle, trisect the angle and duplicate the cube, other mathematical discoveries were made; for these
seemingly trivial diversions occupied some of history's great mathematical minds. Why did Archimedes,
Euclid, Newton, Fermat, Gauss, Descartes among so many devote themselves to these conundrums? This
book brings readers actively into historical and modern procedures for working the problems, and into the
new mathematics that had to be invented before they could be "solved."
The quest for the circle in the square, the trisected angle, duplicated cube and other straight-edge-compass
constructions may be conveniently divided into three periods: from the Greeks, to seventeenth-century
calculus and analytic geometry, to nineteenth-century sophistication in irrational and transcendental
numbers. Mathematics teacher Benjamin Bold devotes a chapter to each problem, with additional chapters
on complex numbers and analytic criteria for constructability. The author guides amateur straight-edge
puzzlists into these fascinating complexities with commentary and sets of problems after each chapter. Some
knowledge of calculus will enable readers to follow the problems; full solutions are given at the end of the
book.
Students of mathematics and geometry, anyone who would like to challenge the Greeks at their own game
and simultaneously delve into the development of modern mathematics, will appreciate this book. Find out
how Gauss decided to make mathematics his life work upon waking one morning with a vision of a 17-sided
polygon in his head; discover the crucial significance of eπi = -1, "one of the most amazing formulas in all of
mathematics." These famous problems, clearly explicated and diagrammed, will amaze and edify curious
students and math connoisseurs.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Famous Problems of Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on
Mathematics) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer regarding Famous Problems of Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books
on Mathematics) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Famous
Problems of Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics) is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Whitney Obrien:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Famous Problems of
Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics).

Elvira Eberhardt:

This Famous Problems of Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics) is great book
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Famous Problems of Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Donald Cauley:

The book untitled Famous Problems of Geometry and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by



famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.
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