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Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War investigates and explains the changing face of America
during the Civil War. To conjure a face for the nation, author Shirley Samuels also explores the body of the
nation imagined both physically and metaphorically, arguing that the Civil War marks a dramatic shift from
identifying the American nation as feminine to identifying it as masculine. Expressions of such a change
appear in the allegorical configurations of nineteenth-century American novels, poetry, cartoons, and
political rhetoric. Because of the visibility of wars assaults on the male body, masculine vulnerability became
such a dominant facet of national life that it practically obliterated the visibility of other vulnerable bodies.
The simultaneous advent of photography and the Civil War in the nineteenth century may be as influential as
the conjoined rise of the novel and the middle class in the eighteenth century. Both advents herald a changed
understanding of how a transformative media can promote new cultural and national identities. Bodies
immobilized because of wars practices of wounding and death are also bodies made static for the cameras
gaze. The look of shock on the faces of soldiers photographed in order to display their wounds emphasizes
the new technology of war literally embodied in the impact of new imploding bullets on vulnerable flesh.
Such images mark both the context for and a counterpoint to the look of Walt Whitman as he bends over
soldiers in their hospital beds. They also provide a way to interpret the languishing male heroes of novels
such as August Evanss Macaria (1864), a southern elegy for the sundering of the nation. This book crucially
shows how visual iconography affects the shift in postbellum gendered and racialized identifications of the
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Facing America:
Iconography and the Civil War is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lily Pawlak:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare
time, the book you have read is actually Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War.

Paula Shepard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Kay Newberry:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War can give you a lot
of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War.
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