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The incredible story of nineteenth-century millionaire William Skinner, a leading founder of the
American silk industry, who lost everything in a devastating flood—and his improbable, inspiring
comeback to the pinnacle of the business world.

In 1845 a young, penniless William Skinner sailed in steerage class on a boat that took him from the slums of
London to the United States. Endowed with rare knowledge in the art of dyeing and an uncanny business
sense, he acquired work in a fledgling silk mill in Massachusetts, quickly rising to prominence in the nation’s
new luxury industry. Soon he opened his own factory and began turning out one of the bestselling silk brands
in the country. Skinner was lauded as a pioneer in the textile industry and a manufacturer who knew no such
word as fail. His business grew to sustain a bustling community filled with men, women, and children, living
and working in the mill village of “Skinner-ville,” producing the country’s most glamorous, fashionable
thread.

Then, in 1874, disaster struck. Hundreds of millions of gallons of water burst through a nearby dam,
destroying everything in its path, including Skinnerville. Within fifteen minutes, Skinner’s entire life’s work
was swept away, and he found himself one of the central figures in the worst industrial disaster the nation
had yet known.

In this gripping narrative history, Skinner’s great-great-granddaughter, Sarah S. Kilborne, tells an inspiring,
unforgettable American story—of a town devastated by unimaginable catastrophe; an industry that had no
reason to succeed except for the perseverance of a few intrepid entrepreneurs; and a man who had
nothing—and everything—to lose as he struggled—and succeeded— to rebuild his life for a second time.
American Phoenix offers a new twist on the American dream, reminding us that just when we thought the
dream was over, it may have only just begun.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Shaw:

The book American Phoenix: The Remarkable Story of William Skinner, A Man Who Turned Disaster Into
Destiny make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading through a book American Phoenix: The Remarkable Story of William Skinner, A Man Who
Turned Disaster Into Destiny to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a e-book American Phoenix: The Remarkable Story of William Skinner, A Man Who Turned
Disaster Into Destiny. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Leon King:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This American Phoenix: The Remarkable
Story of William Skinner, A Man Who Turned Disaster Into Destiny is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Brenda Lewis:

This book untitled American Phoenix: The Remarkable Story of William Skinner, A Man Who Turned
Disaster Into Destiny to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail
store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this book from your list.

Antonio Mock:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book American Phoenix: The Remarkable Story of William Skinner, A
Man Who Turned Disaster Into Destiny it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone.



The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.
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