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Tortoises disappear from a Madagascar reserve and reappear in the Bronx Zoo. A dead iguana floats
in a jar, awaiting its unveiling in a Florida court. A viper causes mayhem from Ethiopia to Virginia. In
Stolen World, Jennie Erin Smith takes the reader on an unforgettable journey, a dark adventure over
five decades and six continents. 
 
In 1965, Hank Molt, a young cheese salesman from Philadelphia, reinvented himself as a “specialist dealer in
rare fauna,” traveling the world to collect exquisite reptiles for zoos and museums. By the end of the decade
that followed, new endangered species laws had turned Molt into a convicted smuggler, and an unrepentant
one, who went on to provide many of the same rare reptiles to many of the same institutions, covertly. 

But Molt soon found a rival in Tommy Crutchfield, a Florida carpet salesman with every intention of
usurping Molt as the most accomplished reptile smuggler in the country. Like Molt, Crutchfield had modeled
himself after an earlier generation of natural-history collectors celebrated for their service to science, an ideal
that, for Molt and Crutchfield, eclipsed the realities of the new wildlife-protection laws. Zoo curators, caught
between a desire for rare animals and the conservation-minded focus of their institutions, became the
smugglers’ antagonists in court but also their best customers, sometimes simultaneously. 

Crutchfield forged ties with a criminally inclined Malaysian wildlife trader and emerged a millionaire,
beloved by some of the finest zoos in the world. Molt, following a string of inventive but disastrous
smuggling schemes in New Guinea, was reduced to hanging around Crutchfield’s Florida compound,
plotting Crutchfield’s demise. The fallout from their feud would result in a major federal investigation with
tentacles in Germany, Madagascar, Holland, and Malaysia. And yet even after prison, personal ruin, and the
depredations of age, Molt and Crutchfield never stopped scheming, never stopped longing for the snake or
lizard that would earn each his rightful place in a world that had forgotten them—or rather, had never
recognized them to begin with.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

The book Stolen World: A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and Skulduggery can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Stolen World:
A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and Skulduggery? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Stolen World: A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and Skulduggery has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Goodell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Stolen World: A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and Skulduggery, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Clifford Harvey:

Stolen World: A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and Skulduggery can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Stolen
World: A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and Skulduggery however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Gretchen Meehan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Stolen World: A Tale of Reptiles, Smugglers, and



Skulduggery.
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