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Media attention can play a profound role in whether or not officials act on a policy issue, but how policy
issues make the news in the first place has remained a puzzle. Why do some issues go viral and then just as
quickly fall off the radar? How is it that the media can sustain public interest for months in a complex story
like negotiations over Obamacare while ignoring other important issues in favor of stories on “balloon boy?”

           

With Making the News, Amber Boydstun offers an eye-opening look at the explosive patterns of media
attention that determine which issues are brought before the public. At the heart of her argument is the
observation that the media have two modes: an “alarm mode” for breaking stories and a “patrol mode” for
covering them in greater depth. While institutional incentives often initiate alarm mode around a story, they
also propel news outlets into the watchdog-like patrol mode around its policy implications until the next big
news item breaks. What results from this pattern of fixation followed by rapid change is skewed coverage of
policy issues, with a few receiving the majority of media attention while others receive none at all. Boydstun
documents this systemic explosiveness and skew through analysis of media coverage across policy issues,
including in-depth looks at the waxing and waning of coverage around two issues: capital punishment and
the “war on terror.”

           

Making the News shows how the seemingly unpredictable day-to-day decisions of the newsroom produce
distinct patterns of operation with implications—good and bad—for national politics.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hagan:

The book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read
a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Siemens:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting as your daily
resource information.

Billy Shaner:

Typically the book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Sandra Birk:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Making the News: Politics, the
Media, and Agenda Setting is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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