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What reader could fail to be enthralled by the Iliad and the Odyssey, those greatest heroic epics of antiquity?
Yet the author of these immortal texts remains, in the end, an enigma. The central paradox of ‘Homer’ is that
- while recognized as producing poetry of incomparable genius - even in the ancient world nobody knew
who he was. As a result, the mythmaker became the subject of myth. For the satirist Lucian (c 125 - c 180
CE) he was a captive Babylonian. Other traditions have Homer born on Smyrna or the island of Chios, or
portray him as a blind and wandering minstrel. In his new and authoritative introduction, Jonathan Burgess
addresses fundamental questions of provenance and authorship. Besides conveying why these epics have
been cherished down the ages, he discusses their historical sources and the possible impact on the Iliad and
Odyssey of Indo-European, Near Eastern and folktale influences. Tracing their transmission through the
ancient, medieval and modern periods, the author further examines questions of later reception and the use
made of Homer in colonialism and imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Broderick:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Homer (Understanding Classics) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have
those short extra time problems.

Robert Dougherty:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Homer
(Understanding Classics) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

John Lambeth:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Homer (Understanding Classics) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Maria McGhee:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Homer (Understanding Classics) or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Homer
(Understanding Classics) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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