
Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the
Practices of War in Imperial Germany

Isabel V. Hull

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00B18ST0S
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00B18ST0S
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00B18ST0S


Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of
War in Imperial Germany

Isabel V. Hull

Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany Isabel V. Hull

In a book that is at once a major contribution to modern European history and a cautionary tale for today,
Isabel V. Hull argues that the routines and practices of the Imperial German Army, unchecked by effective
civilian institutions, increasingly sought the absolute destruction of its enemies as the only guarantee of the
nation's security. So deeply embedded were the assumptions and procedures of this distinctively German
military culture that the Army, in its drive to annihilate the enemy military, did not shrink from the utter
destruction of civilian property and lives. Carried to its extreme, the logic of "military necessity" found real
security only in extremities of destruction, in the "silence of the graveyard."

Hull begins with a dramatic account, based on fresh archival work, of the German Army's slide from
administrative murder to genocide in German Southwest Africa (1904-7). The author then moves back to
1870 and the war that inaugurated the Imperial era in German history, and analyzes the genesis and nature of
this specifically German military culture and its operations in colonial warfare. In the First World War the
routines perfected in the colonies were visited upon European populations. Hull focuses on one set of cases
(Belgium and northern France) in which the transition to total destruction was checked (if barely) and on
another (Armenia) in which "military necessity" caused Germany to accept its ally's genocidal policies even
after these became militarily counterproductive. She then turns to the Endkampf (1918), the German General
Staff's plan to achieve victory in the Great War even if the homeland were destroyed in the process-a
seemingly insane campaign that completes the logic of this deeply institutionalized set of military routines
and practices. Hull concludes by speculating on the role of this distinctive military culture in National
Socialism's military and racial policies.

Absolute Destruction has serious implications for the nature of warmaking in any modern power. At its heart
is a warning about the blindness of bureaucratic routines, especially when those bureaucracies command the
instruments of mass death.
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From reader reviews:

William Manwaring:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the
Practices of War in Imperial Germany to read.

Antonio Beeler:

The e-book with title Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany
has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Romana Linder:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and
the Practices of War in Imperial Germany is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Samuel Brown:

Beside that Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Absolute Destruction: Military Culture
and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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