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Presenting avivid socia history of “the new woman” who emerged in Japanese culture between the world
wars, The New Japanese Woman shows how images of modern women burst into Japanese life in the midst
of the urbanization, growth of the middle class, and explosion of consumerism resulting from the postwar
economic boom, particularly in the 1920s. Barbara Sato analyzes the icons that came to represent the new
urban femininity—the “modern girl,” the housewife, and the professional working woman. She describes
how these images portrayed in the media shaped and were shaped by women's desires. Although the figures
of the modern woman by no means represented all Japanese women, they did challenge the myth of afixed
definition of femininity—particularly the stereotype emphasizing gentleness and meekness—and generate a
new set of possihilities for middle-class women within the context of consumer culture.

The New Japanese Woman is rich in descriptive detail and full of fascinating vignettes from Japan’ sinterwar
media and consumer industries—department stores, film, radio, popular music and the publishing industry.
Sato pays particular attention to the enormously influential role of the women’s magazines, which
proliferated during this period. She describes the different kinds of magazines, their stories and readerships,
and the new genres the emerged at the time, including confessional pieces, articles about family and popular
trends, and advice columns. Examining reactions to the images of the modern girl, the housewife, and the
professional woman, Sato shows that while these were not revolutionary figures, they caused anxiety among
maleintellectuals, government officials, and much of the public at large, and they contributed to the
significant changesin gender relations in Japan following the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:
Teressa Fernandez:

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and
Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) will make you to end up being
smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this
open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Paula Shepard:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book The New Japanese Woman:
Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Poalitics, and Society). All type of
book can you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Debra Espiritu:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but
if you want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
particular The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society) iskind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Martin Hobson:

The guide untitled The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book
of The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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