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In the nineteenth century, virtually anyone could get into the United States. But by the 1920s, U.S.
immigration policy had become a finely filtered regime of selection. Desmond King looks at this dramatic
shift, and the debates behind it, for what they reveal about the construction of an "American" identity.

Specifically, the debates in the three decades leading up to 1929 were conceived in terms of desirable versus
undesirable immigrants. This not only cemented judgments about specific European groups but reinforced
prevailing biases against groups already present in the United States, particularly African Americans, whose
inferior status and second-class citizenship--enshrined in Jim Crow laws and embedded in pseudo-scientific
arguments about racial classifications--appear to have been consolidated in these decades. Although the
values of different groups have always been recognized in the United States, King gives the most thorough
account yet of how eugenic arguments were used to establish barriers and to favor an Anglo-Saxon
conception of American identity, rejecting claims of other traditions. Thus the immigration controversy
emerges here as a significant precursor to recent multicultural debates.

Making Americans shows how the choices made about immigration policy in the 1920s played a
fundamental role in shaping democracy and ideas about group rights in America.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Taylor:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and
the Origins of the Diverse Democracy as the daily resource information.

Alan Archuleta:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
you wanted.

Suzanne Mitchell:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book Making
Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Mary Ransom:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Making Americans:
Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy.
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