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She was the most famous woman in England–the beautiful model for society painters Joshua Reynolds and
George Romney, an icon of fashion, the wife of an ambassador, and the mistress of naval hero Horatio
Nelson. But Emma Hamilton had been born to the poverty of a coal-mining town and spent her teenage years
working as a prostitute. From the brothels of London to the glittering court of Naples and the pretentious
country estate of the most powerful admiral in England, British debut historian Kate Williams captures the
life of Emma Hamilton with all its glamour and heartbreak.

In lucid, engaging prose, Williams brings to life a complex and intelligent woman. Emma is sensuous,
generous, artistic, at once shamelessly seductive and recklessly ambitious. Willing to do anything for love
and fame, she sets out to make herself a star–and she succeeds beyond even her wildest dreams. By the age
of twenty-six, she leaves behind the precarious life of a courtesan to become Lady Hamilton, wife of Sir
William Hamilton–the aging, besotted, and probably impotent British ambassador to the court of Naples.
But everything changes when Lord Nelson steams into Naples harbor fresh from his triumph at the Battle of
the Nile and literally falls into Emma’s adoring arms. Their all-consuming romance–conducted amid the
bloody tumult of the Napoleonic Wars–makes Emma an international celebrity, especially when she returns
to England pregnant with Nelson’s baby.

With a novelist’s flair and an historian’s eye for detail, Williams conjures up the world that Emma Hamilton
conquered by the sheer force of her charisma. All but inventing the art of publicity, Emma turned herself into
a kind of flesh-and-blood goddess–celebrated by wits and artists, adored by thousands, and, for a time, very
rich. Yet Emma was willing to throw it all away for the man she adored.
After four years of archival research and making use of hundreds of previously undiscovered letters and
documents, Kate Williams sets the record straight on one of the most fascinating and ravishing women in
history. England’s Mistress captures the relentless drive, the innovative style, and the burning passion of a
true heroine.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Fletcher:

The book England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

David Hester:

The reason why? Because this England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Janet Steele:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Bradley Roberts:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton
can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This



publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have England's Mistress: The Infamous Life of
Emma Hamilton.
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