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As Apollo 11's Lunar Module descended toward the moon under automatic control, a program alarm in the
guidance computer's software nearly caused a mission abort. Neil Armstrong responded by switching off the
automatic mode and taking direct control. He stopped monitoring the computer and began flying the
spacecraft, relying on skill to land it and earning praise for a triumph of human over machine. In Digital
Apollo, engineer-historian David Mindell takes this famous moment as a starting point for an exploration of
the relationship between humans and computers in the Apollo program. In each of the six Apollo landings,
the astronaut in command seized control from the computer and landed with his hand on the stick. Mindell
recounts the story of astronauts' desire to control their spacecraft in parallel with the history of the Apollo
Guidance Computer. From the early days of aviation through the birth of spaceflight, test pilots and
astronauts sought to be more than "spam in a can" despite the automatic controls, digital computers, and
software developed by engineers. Digital Apollo examines the design and execution of each of the six Apollo
moon landings, drawing on transcripts and data telemetry from the flights, astronaut interviews, and NASA's
extensive archives. Mindell's exploration of how human pilots and automated systems worked together to
achieve the ultimate in flight -- a lunar landing -- traces and reframes the debate over the future of humans
and automation in space. The results have implications for any venture in which human roles seem
threatened by automated systems, whether it is the work at our desktops or the future of exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Digital Apollo:
Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Barbara Gunter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know which you should start with. This Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight
(MIT Press) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Eddie Barber:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in
Spaceflight (MIT Press) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Stevenson:

The book untitled Digital Apollo: Human and Machine in Spaceflight (MIT Press) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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