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"Ah, I’m Pingree. We meet again. Splendid. Won’t you sit down?"
I looked around David’s room. Short of the library stacks, I had never seen so many books piled into a single
room. Where could I sit down? Every square inch of horizontal surface was covered. Books, papers, notes,
manuscripts—all congregated in random and chaotic disorder.

This small encounter and the snapshot of the protagonist on the cover of this book introduce the reader to
David E. Pingree, the eminent classicist, Orientalist, historian of ancient science, and member of the
Department of the History of Mathematics at Brown University. This is a book of his stories, retold by Phil
Davis, award-winning author and raconteur par excellence, who reconstructs them from letters and many
conversations with his friend Pingree.

The stories trace connections between ancient characters, historical and mythical, and recreate a world in
which the pursuit of knowledge for its own sake leads to unexpected pleasures and associations. They
capture a world best described by Saul Lieberman’s quip about Gershom Scholem’s great work on the
Kabala: "Trash is trash; but the study of trash is scholarship," and David Pingree’s imagined response, "Yes,
but there’s always something of value to be learned."

The book is dedicated to preserving and promoting the specialized knowledge and thoughts of David
Pingree, a truly remarkable person and to inspire readers to follow academic tradition and at the same time
explore unusual connections.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Burton:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Ancient Loons: Stories Pingree Told Me.

Anthony Moss:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Ancient Loons: Stories Pingree Told
Me, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Rose Duprey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ancient Loons: Stories Pingree Told Me can make
you experience more interested to read.

Deon Henderson:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Ancient Loons:
Stories Pingree Told Me we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life at this time book Ancient Loons: Stories Pingree Told Me. You can more inviting
than now.
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