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The Mexican War introduced vast new territories into the United States, among them California and the
present-day Southwest. When gold was discovered in California in the great Gold Rush of 1849, the
population swelled, and settlers petitioned for admission to the Union. But the U.S. Senate was precariously
balanced with fifteen free states and fifteen slave states. Up to then states had been admitted in pairs, one free
and one slave, to preserve that tenuous balance in the Senate. Would California be free or slave? So began a
paralyzing crisis in American government, and the longest debate in Senate history.

Fergus Bordewich tells the epic story of the Compromise of 1850 with skill and vigor, bringing to life two
generations of senators who dominated the great debate. Luminaries such as John Calhoun, Daniel Webster,
and Henry Clay—who tried unsuccessfully to cobble together a compromise that would allow for
California’s admission and simultaneously put an end to the nation’s agony over slavery—were nearing the
end of their long careers. Rising stars such as Jefferson Davis, William Seward, and Stephen Douglas—who
ultimately succeeded where Clay failed—would shape the country’s politics as slavery gradually fractured
the nation.

The Compromise saved the Union from collapse, but it did so at a great cost. The gulf between North and
South over slavery widened with the strengthened Fugitive Slave Law that was part of the complex
Compromise. In America’s Great Debate Fergus Bordewich takes us back to a time when compromise

was imperative, when men swayed one another in Congress with the power of their ideas and their rhetoric,
when partisans on each side reached across the aisle to preserve the Union from tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called America's Great
Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Melanie Young:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this America's Great Debate: Henry Clay,
Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Arthur Faust:

The actual book America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That
Preserved the Union has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Willis Harrington:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the
Compromise That Preserved the Union can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short
time problems.
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