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Inhabiting a mountainous area that stretches through Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Syria, and the former USSR, the
Kurds, with a population numbering 25-30 million, are the largest ethnic group in the world without a state
of their own. Though the term "Kurdistan" has been used as a geographical expression since the 13th
century, the breakup of the Ottoman Empire resulted in the division of the land of the Kurds among
surrounding nation-states. Having retained a separate cultural identify for over 3,000 years, most Kurds have
never really accepted the borders imposed on them. They remain insolent, much-persecuted outsiders to the
countries in which they live. Though the Kurds played a major military and tactical role in our recent war
with Iraq, most of us know very little about this fiercely independent, long-marginalized people.

In A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts, intrepid journalist Christiane Bird travels through this volatile
part of the world to tell the story of the Kurds, using moving first-hand observations and in-depth research to
illuminate their little-known history and culture. What gives the Kurds such a strong sense of national
identity, despite their many differences? Living in a world where war is more normal than peace, how do
they rebuild time and again after suffering cultural and physical genocide? Why is their future so crucial to
the interests of the US and the political stability of the entire region? In a colorful, fast-moving narrative,
Bird explores these questions as she portrays a highly romantic people, once famed for their horsemanship
and nomadic lifestyle and now known for their irrepressible spirit, humor, generosity, clannishness, and
violence.

Eternal outsiders, constantly rebelling against authority, the Kurds fascinate with their capacity for great
courage and great betrayal. Including up-to-the minute, first-hand pre- and post-war reportage, this important
book offers timely insight into an unknown but increasingly influential part of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Oconnell:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts: Journeys in Kurdistan.

Marsha Cox:

The particular book A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts: Journeys in Kurdistan will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts:
Journeys in Kurdistan is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Carol Stripling:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts:
Journeys in Kurdistan or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts: Journeys in Kurdistan to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Brenda Moulton:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts:
Journeys in Kurdistan to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
study it. Beside that the book A Thousand Sighs, A Thousand Revolts: Journeys in Kurdistan can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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