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The Soul of Sponsorship explores the relationship of Bill Wilson, cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, and
his spiritual adviser and friend, Father Ed Dowling. Many might consider that such a remarkable individual
as Bill Wilson, who was the primary author of AA literature, would be able to deal with many of life's
problems on his own. Reading The Soul of Sponsorship will illuminate and answer the question of how
Father Ed, an Irish Catholic Jesuit priest who was not an alcoholic, was able to be of such great help to Bill
Wilson.

Part of AA's Twelfth Step reminds us "to carry this message to alcoholics," and The Soul of Sponsorship
illustrates how sober alcoholics still need the principles of the Twelve Steps brought to them by friends,
sponsors, and spiritual advisers. Some of the problems faced by Bill Wilson were: depression in recovery
dependency issues whether or not to experiment with LSD the place of money and power in AA knowing
God's plan and will learning from mistakes

Father Ed taught Bill the importance of "discernment." In Father Ed's Jesuit tradition, discernment was a gift,
passed down to him from St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, who described his own struggle with
discernment in Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. The Twelve Steps of AA and the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius presuppose that there is a caring God whose will can be known. The act of tuning in to God's action
at one's center is discernment. The big question is, how do you know your Higher Power is speaking and
revealing Himself through your feelings and desires?

What Bill learned from Father Ed can be found in books and articles he wrote for AA. For the good of AA
and himself, Bill learned to listen to his desires, be aware of his inner dynamics, and tune into the action of
God within. Doing this meant learning to recognize and identify his personal movements -- those inner
promptings and attractions often called emotions or affections -- which are part of ordinary human
experiences. The person who helped Bill grow in discernment was Father Ed, the Jesuit priest with a cane
who limped into the New York AA clubhouse one sleet-filled November night in 1940.

The two "fellow travelers," Father Ed Dowling and Bill Wilson, gave each other perhaps the greatest gift
friends can give: calling on each to know who he is -- before God.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

The book The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Soul
of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Donald Calderon:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill
Wilson in Letters book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling,
S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Barbara Hall:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship
of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters or even others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Soul of Sponsorship: The
Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Kenton Marshall:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has



reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the
library. They go to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship
of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters can make you feel more interested to read.
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