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Ulrich Baer's The Rilke Alphabet will surprise and delight established fans of Rilke, intrigue
newcomers, and convince all readers of the power of poetry to penetrate the mysteries and confusion
of our world.

The enduring power of Rainer Maria Rilke's poetry rests with his claim that all we need for a better life on
earth is already given to us, in the here and now. In twenty-six engaging and accessible essays, Ulrich Baer's
The Rilke Alphabet examines this promise by one of the greatest poets in any tradition that even the smallest
overlooked word may unlock life's mysteries to us.

Fueled by an unebbing passion and indeed love for Rilke's poetry, Baer examines twenty-six words that are
not only unexpected but also problematic, controversial, and even scandalous in Rilke's work. In twenty-six
mesmerizing essays that eschew jargon and teutonic learnedness for the pleasures and risks of unflinchingly
engaging with a great artist's genius, Baer sheds new light on Rilke's politics, his creative process, and his
deepest and enduring thoughts about life, art, politics, sexuality, love, and death.

The Rilke Alphabet shows how Rilke's work provides an uncannily apt guide to life even in our vexingly
postmodern condition. Whether it is a love letter to frogs, a problematic brief infatuation with Mussolini, a
sustained reflection on the Buddha, the evasion of the influence of powerful precursors, or the unambiguous
assertion that freedom must be lived in order to be known, Rilke's writings pull us deeply into life.

Baer's decades-long engagement with Rilke as a scholar, translator, and editor of Rilke's writings allows him
to reveal unique aspects of Rilke's work. The Rilke Alphabet will surprise and delight Rilke fans, intrigue
newcomers to his work, and deepen every reader's sense of the power of poetry to penetrate the mysteries
and confusions of our world.
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Rilke
Alphabet.

Donna Barragan:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Rilke Alphabet, you may enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Aimee Nguyen:

This The Rilke Alphabet is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Rilke Alphabet
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Harrison Bowman:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is actually The Rilke Alphabet. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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