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This book situates the changing patrimonial rights of illegitimate offspring in Brazil within a system of
Luso-Brazilian heirship that operated during the final half century of Portuguese colonial rule. Besides
offering the first detailed explanation of how the rules of inheritance applied to people born outside wedlock,
the book’s focus on illegitimacy and patrimony provides a new perspective for assessing how family
formation figured broadly in late colonial Brazil’s social evolution.

Innovatively integrating legal history with recent research on the post-1750 history of the family in Brazil,
the book reveals the significance of customary marriage and consensual cohabitation, clerical concubinage,
concealed paternity, and foundling wheels for Latin American social organization. By reformulating the
private law of family and inheritance, Portuguese legal nationalism transformed the juridical meaning of
bastardy and anticipated the emergence of the “surprise heir,” who figured so prominently in imperial
Brazil’s courtroom dramas and novels.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Cleveland:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Surprise Heirs I: Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and
Legal Nationalism in Luso-Brazilian Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001. Try to the actual book Surprise Heirs I:
Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and Legal Nationalism in Luso-Brazilian Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001 as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Sharon Novick:

The book Surprise Heirs I: Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and Legal Nationalism in Luso-Brazilian
Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book Surprise Heirs I: Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and Legal
Nationalism in Luso-Brazilian Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Surprise Heirs I: Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and Legal Nationalism in Luso-
Brazilian Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001 has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

George Sanders:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Surprise Heirs I: Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and Legal
Nationalism in Luso-Brazilian Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001 can be very good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Michael Vogel:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but



nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Surprise Heirs I: Illegitimacy, Patrimonial Rights, and Legal Nationalism in
Luso-Brazilian Inheritance, 1750-1821: 001 can make you experience more interested to read.
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