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Developed throughout early modern Europe, lazaretti, or plague hospitals, took on a central role in early
modern responses to epidemic disease, in particular the prevention and treatment of plague. The lazaretti
served as isolation hospitals, quarantine centres, convalescent homes, cemeteries, and depots for the
disinfection or destruction of infected goods. The first permanent example of this institution was established
in Venice in 1423 and between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries tens of thousands of patients passed
through the doors. Founded on lagoon islands, the lazaretti tell us about the relationship between the city and
its natural environment. The plague hospitals also illustrate the way in which medical structures in Venice
intersected with those of piety and poor relief and provided a model for public health which was influential
across Europe.

This is the first detailed study of how these plague hospitals functioned, where they were situated, who
worked there, what it was like to stay there, and how many people survived. Comparisons are made between
the Venetian lazaretti and similar institutions in Padua, Verona and other Italian and European cities.

Centred on the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, during which time there were both serious plague
outbreaks in Europe and periods of relative calm, the book explores what the lazaretti can tell us about early
modern medicine and society and makes a significant contribution to both Venetian history and our
understanding of public health in early modern Europe, engaging with ideas of infection and isolation,
charity and cure, dirt, disease and death.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is
this Plague Hospitals: Public Health for the City in Early Modern Venice (The History of Medicine in
Context).

Peter Holmes:

The publication with title Plague Hospitals: Public Health for the City in Early Modern Venice (The History
of Medicine in Context) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Eden Cohn:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Plague Hospitals: Public
Health for the City in Early Modern Venice (The History of Medicine in Context) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Susan Munoz:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Plague Hospitals: Public Health for the City in Early Modern
Venice (The History of Medicine in Context). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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