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Fields of the Tzotzil isthefirst study of social processesin contemporary highland Maya communitiesto
encompass aregiona view of the highlands of Chiapas as a system. In viewing tradition, not as a survival of
traits, but as a dynamic process of adaptation by local systems to their placement in larger social and
economic systems, it lays to rest the theory that tribal peoples apparently are politically and economically
isolated. In addition, its broad regional perspective sheds light on the problems of understanding the position
of traditional ethnic groupsin contemporary society.

The approach of the book is ecological in two senses. First, all the topics dealt with concern the traditional
behavior of Indian groups as revealed in their relationship to the land. Second, the analysis seeks out factors
that condition land use, not just locally, but as part of alarger system that includes influences of the market
and the impact of nationalist agrarian policy. Thus, the author examines land inheritance patterns and food
production, aswell as the interethnic relations in the region in which Indians are subordinate to mestizos. He
discussesin detail corn farming, craft specialization, wage labor, and Indian colonization efforts under the
Mexican gjido—all factors that directly affect land use and are thus part of the environment in highland
Chiapas.

The study isuniquein its use of previously inaccessible historical source material and its use of novel
methodological aids. Aerial photography was used in data collection, and the computer was used in
ethnographic census analysis. The result is abook that reveal s the Indian groups of Chiapas as apparent
enclaves whose ethnicity isadynamic, adaptive response to their position of marginal dependency. While
their plight is extreme, it is nevertheless structurally similar to the position of ethnic groupsin most large
social systems.
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From reader reviews:
Curtis Russdll:

This Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get datawhich
is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. That Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases
of Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American) without we realize teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of
Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American) can bring whenever you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan
American) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Elizabeth Pipkin:

Beside thiskind of Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan
American) in your phone, it might give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of
Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Charles Powers:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Traditionin
Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American) can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this
one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American).

Walter Telford:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thisbook Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Tradition in
Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that
book Fields of the Tzotzil: The Ecological Bases of Tradition in Highland Chiapas (Texas Pan American)



has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it

makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
in which.
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