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Most readers and critics view Mexican American writing as a subset of American literature—or at best as
a stream running parallel to the main literary current. José Aranda now reexamines American literary history
from the perspective of Chicano/a studies to show that Mexican Americans have had a key role in the literary
output of the United States for one hundred fifty years.

In this bold new look at the American canon, Aranda weaves the threads of Mexican American literature into
the broader tapestry of Anglo American writing, especially its Puritan origins, by pointing out common ties
that bind the two traditions: narratives of persecution, of immigration, and of communal crises, alongside
chronicles of the promise of America. Examining texts ranging from María Amparo Ruiz de Burton's 1872
critique of the Civil War, Who Would Have Thought It?, through the contemporary autobiographies of
Richard Rodriguez and Cherríe Moraga, he surveys Mexican American history, politics, and literature,
locating his analyses within the context of Chicano/a cultural criticism of the last four decades.

When We Arrive integrates Early American Studies and Chicano/a Studies into a comparative cultural
framework by using the Puritan connection to shed new light on dominant images of Chicano/a narrative,
such as Aztlán and the borderlands. Aranda explores the influence of a nationalized Puritan ethos on
nineteenth- and twentieth-century writers of Mexican descent, particularly upon constructions of ethnic
identity and aesthetic values. He then frames the rise of contemporary Chicano/a literature within a critical
body of work produced from the 1930s through the 1950s, one that combines a Puritan myth of origins with
a literary history in which American literature is heralded as the product and producer of social and political
dissent.

Aranda's work is a virtual sourcebook of historical figures, texts, and ideas that revitalizes both Chicano/a
studies and American literary history. By showing how a comparative study of two genres can produce a
more integrated literary history for the United States, When We Arrive enables critics and readers alike to see
Mexican American literature as part of a broader tradition and establishes for its writers a more deserving
place in the American literary imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book When We Arrive: A New Literary History of
Mexican America will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
acceptable book with you?

John Armstead:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book When We Arrive: A
New Literary History of Mexican America. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Refugio Kennedy:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This When We Arrive: A New Literary History
of Mexican America is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Wilkens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra When We Arrive: A New Literary History
of Mexican America.
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