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In an age when computers process immense amounts of information by the manipulation of sequences of 1s
and 0s, it remains a frustrating mystery how prehistoric Inka recordkeepers encoded a tremendous variety
and quantity of data using only knotted and dyed strings. Yet the comparison between computers and khipu
may hold an important clue to deciphering the Inka records. In this book, Gary Urton sets forth a
pathbreaking theory that the manipulation of fibers in the construction of khipu created physical features that
constitute binary-coded sequences which store units of information in a system of binary recordkeeping that
was used throughout the Inka empire.

Urton begins his theory with the making of khipu, showing how at each step of the process binary, either/or
choices were made. He then investigates the symbolic components of the binary coding system, the amount
of information that could have been encoded, procedures that may have been used for reading the khipu, the
nature of the khipu signs, and, finally, the nature of the khipu recording system itself—emphasizing relations
of markedness and semantic coupling. This research constitutes a major step forward in building a unified
theory of the khipu system of information storage and communication based on the sum total of construction
features making up these extraordinary objects.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary
Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian
Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Clinton Whitten:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Signs of the Inka
Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you can pick Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The
Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) become your current starter.

Bill Kelly:

This Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele
Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Signs of the Inka
Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in
which?

Alice Walker:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in



the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can be
the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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